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Commencement to be held May 19
PRESS RELEASE

Commencement exercises will
be held at Taylor University
Fort Wayne on May 19, 2006, at
7:00 p.m. in the Gerig Activities
Center. Sixty-seven men and
women are expected to receive
bachelor's and associate's
degrees from the University.
Featured speaker for com
mencement is Mrs. Vonette
Bright, who, along with her late
husband, Dr. William R. Bright,
founded Campus Crusade for
Christ International in 1951.
Concerned for the moral and
spiritual values of our nation
and world, Bright founded the
Great
Commission
Prayer
Crusade in 1972. This movement
united Christians to pray specif
ically and strategically for
national and international con
cerns. As a member of the origi
nal Lausanne Committee for
World Evangelization, founded
in 1974, Bright served as chair of
the Intercession Working Group
from 1981-1990. In 1984, she

served
as chair of
the National Day of Prayer. Bright
International Prayer Assembly currently serves as Chairman
for World Evangelization in Emeritus of the National Prayer
Seoul, Korea, sponsored by the Committee.
Lausanne Committee and the
Mrs. Bright has received many
Korean Evangelical Fellowship. honors. Among her most recent
More than 3,000 people from 71 honors she was given the
countries joined a conference of Robertson McQuilkin Award
100,000 Koreans directed by Dr. (presented by FamilyLife), fol
Joon Gon Kim, one of Korea's lowing Dr. Bill Bright's death in
leading Christian statesmen.
July 2003. The award is given to
Bright's commitment to prayer people who exemplify their
led to the founding of the commitment to a covenant mar
National Prayer Committee, a riage in an age of divorce; she
group of prayer leaders who was named honorary co-chair of
seek
to
motivate
other Mission America Coalition, in
Christians to unite in prayer for October 2003, filling the position
spiritual awakening. She served Dr. Bill Bright held prior to his
for nine years as chairwoman of death; received an honorary
the National Day of Prayer Task doctorate degree from Palm
Force which encourages citizens Beach Atlantic College in 2001
to pray for our nation and its and was named Christian
leaders on the National Day of Woman of the Year in 1995.
Prayer. In 1988, as chair, she was
Bright is the mother of Zac and
successful in introducing legis Brad (their two grown sons),
lation unanimously approved and grandmother of Rebecca,
by both houses of Congress to Christopher, Hamilton
make the first Thursday of every
May the permanent date for the
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Professor Publishes Book
Dr. Bill Jarvis, who suffered a near fatal car accident five
years ago, has written SNAIL TO THE FINISH, the story
of his incredible comeback. It contains lessons about
goal setting, personal achievement, and faith building.
Dr. Jarvis was a member of the TUFW education depart
ment until his accident caused him to go on full disability.
Today, he gives lectures at hospitals, schools, and even
magic conventions about how to stay motivated, even
during times of trial.

Living in a silent world: a profile of Tashi Bent
BY MADELINE KIMES

Mark Twain once stated,
"Kindness is the language in
which the deaf can hear and the

blind can see." Tashi Bent of Top
Hill, Jamaica turns this statement
around. She shows kindness so
that we can hear and understand
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Tashi Bent is a freshman studying counseling at TUFW. She is
also deaf and mute, but that doesn't stop her from enjoying life.

the act of loving and helping even
when all we can do is smile.
Tashi Bent is a freshman at
Taylor University Fort Wayne.
She is studying counseling. She is
also deaf and mute. That doesn't
stop her, though.
"The first day was tough," she
said through her interpreter,
Marsha Boyanowski. "I remem
ber my first visit to chapel. I was
looking up at the screen and I
would just get through reading
the first couple of lines and then
they would be gone." That is
when she met Marsha.
Marsha is a full time student
herself, coming back to school to
get a degree in counseling.
"When I saw Tashi looking dazed
over there, I just couldn't help but
go over and sign for her." That
isn't the only convenient happen

stance that has occurred to Tashi.
In fact, her entire journey to
Taylor is an amazing epic.
The village that Tashi is from is
completely different from Fort
Wayne. First of all, everyone is
deaf. The main way that they
communicate is through sign lan
guage. In the U.S., there are not
many things that make it easy for
deaf people. Second, she is
African-American, as many peo
ple in Jamaica are. So, in America
she is a minority. She also comes
from a completely deaf family.
The family she is staying with in
Fort Wayne is only beginning to
learn how to sign. Even though
she has all of these difficulties fac
ing her, Tashi still smiles and
stands firm in her belief that this
is where she is supposed to be.
Steve and Linda Schrick of Fort

Wayne had a yearning to help
deaf students. They went on a
mission trip to Jamaica, and there
they met Tashi. They had been
learning sign language before the
trip, and they felt that God was
leading them to help a deaf stu
dent come to college. They talked
to Tashi about Indiana and where
they lived, and they also men
tioned Taylor Fort Wayne.
"When they told me about
Taylor, I was immediately inter
ested," said Tashi. "The spiritual
aspects of the school really inter
ested me. I wanted a place that
would teach me about God, too."
After praying about it, Tashi
decided to come to Taylor and
live with the Schrick family.
"I do miss my family," she said.
"But I know this is where I am
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

2

o p i n i o n

May 1 5, 2006

The cafeteria mom: a profile of Elizabeth Hovis
BY MOLLY SCHNEPEL
"I love her," Deanna Bedward,
a freshman at Taylor University
Fort Wayne, says with a happy
sigh. The other girls seated at the
table nod their heads in agree
ment. Having just been biden a
good night by Elizabeth Hovis,
the cafeteria lady, all have smiles
on their faces.
When new students arrive on
campus, most are filled with
utter excitement at the prospect
of finally being on their own. For
those students. Parent's Weekend
can't end quickly enough. They
can hardly wait for their parents
to leave so they can spread their
wings and test the new found
freedom at college. Everything is
exciting, fresh, and parent free.
However, few students stop to
consider that they may actually
begin to miss those relatives they
were so eager to be free from.
Days, weeks or months may pass
before the pull of home finally
catches up to the student.
Eventually, however, homesick
ness is a bug that infects many
freshman.
Like the common cold, there is
no perfect remedy for curing
homesickness. Yet, there are
some steps that students can take
in order to lessen the loneliness
they're feeling. One option is to
find a sort of surrogate mother.
Although only a substitute, hav
ing this person to go to with
problems can truly alleviate the
lonely feeling.
The Taylor University campus
has one such person, though her
official title is the hostess, cashier
of the dining commons, and tech
nologist of all the machinery in
the dining commons. But to

many of the students on campus,
Elizabeth Hovis is simply known
as "mom." For five years,
Elizabeth has worked at Taylor
and during those years she has
been the "mother" to several
hundred students. As she tells
her husband, "[This year] I have
about 72 kids on campus."
When she took the job five
years ago, she knew her new
career would be an outreach.
"It's not my job, it's my min
istry," she says. Her job is the
Great Commission, to tell others
the good news about Jesus
Christ. In every action she takes,
she reflects the Lord, including
taking time to know the first
names of most of the students on
campus.
Her first year of work, she met
a parent during Welcome
Weekend and a relationship blos
somed. The mother talked with
Elizabeth and told her daughter
that she should go to Elizabeth
with any problems she had or
with any questions that might
arise. It was from that relation
ship that she was first called
Mom by a student. The title has
stuck ever since.
With tears glistening in her
eyes, the cafeteria lady talks
about her students, "her kids."
She says, "Parents aren't here
and they may be having a prob
lem. All I can do is listen." And
she does listen, like any loving
mother. She offers advice when
she can, and more often, a pas
sage of Scripture. "What [God]
says from His Word is what
counts."
Elizabeth understands that the
vast majority of students, espe
cially the incoming freshmen, are
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on their own for the first time
and are experiencing the longest
period of time without seeing
their parents. When she intro
duces herself to die new stu
dents, she tells them that if they
need anything, she's there.
Plenty of students have her
phone number in case they need
a listening ear outside of her offi
cial working hours. With a laugh,
she says, "When I'm at home, my
phone is a mission field."
Having sent off three children,
Elizabeth understands the loneli
ness that comes with missing
home. Because of her knowledge
of those feelings, she is wellequipped to comfort students.
"I'm a mom, a friend and a confi
dant," she says. She plans on
working until the Lord tells her
she can't work anymore. Simply
talking about her students is
enough to make her cry. "I love
them all, every one," she says.
"Even the ones who don't call me
mom. They're all the most enthu
siastic kids I've ever met."
And
the
students
love
Elizabeth, and eagerly show it in
creative ways. On Facebook, a
website designed for college stu
dents to post information about
themselves, an Elizabeth Fan
Club has been made. The
description reads, "This group is
in appreciation of OUR lunch
lady...Elizabeth."
Currently,
there are 94 members.
That isn't the only way students
show their gratefulness to the
cafeteria mom. On her birthday,
she received a two-foot tall birth
day card. With tears now begin
ning to fall down her cheeks, she
recalls that every student signed
it. "Biggest card I ever got," she

says between sniffles. The card
stands higher than two feet, easi
ly reaching the waist of the petite
woman.
Taylor's students have come to
love and appreciate Elizabeth for
the affection she shows them.
With little touches, she makes the
school feel like home. Each table
in the dining commons is deco
rated with a pot of flowers.
Laughing, she recalls catching
students plucking off the leaves
and leaving a bare stemmed plot
of flowers. She teasingly chas
tised the guilty perpetrators. It's
the little touches such as those
that lessen the depression when
students miss home.
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Elizabeth Hovis is the hostess, cashier of the dining commons,
and technologist of all the machinery in the dining commons.
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Webster's dictionary defines
homesick as "longing for home
and family while absent from
them." At some point, the vast
majority of college students
experience that longing. While
the best cure for alleviating those
feelings is to be home, Taylor stu
dents have a distinct advantage
over the rest. They have
Elizabeth. She may not be their
actual mom, but with her loving
attitude and Christian spirit,
she's the next best thing. Any
time a student feels a longing to
have a mom to listen or simply to
provide a hug, Elizabeth is ready
with open arms and attentive
ears.

Jeremy Sheer
Tabitha Spacht
Megan Tepfer
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Behind the bookshelves: a profile of Anita Gray
BY ANDREA BURNS

"I love my job. Can't you tell?"
Anita Gray says enthusiastically.
Her joyful smile and sparkling
eyes make it obvious. "It's fun!"
Anita Gray is the library direc
tor at the Calvin H. English
Library on the Taylor University
Fort Wayne campus. As the direc
tor, her main responsibility is to
make sure things keep running
smoothly. She also supervises
the staff, monitors the budget,
maintains the library statistics,

promotes the library to students
and faculty, and plans art exhibits
and special events.
Gray decided she wanted to be
a librarian while working at a
psychiatric hospital library. "I
figured out when I was working
at the psyche hospital that I was
most content when I was work
ing in the library," she says.
Gray has been a professional
librarian for fifteen years but
only four at Taylor. At first, she
didn't have the luxury of the
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Anita Gray is the library dirctor at the Calvin H. English Library
of TUFW. As director, her main responsibility is to make sure
things keep running smoothly and efficiently.

Calvin H. English Library. "I enjoy.
miss absolutely nothing about
Although students may not be
the old building. Absolutely as awestruck by the library as is
nothing," Gray says about the Anita Gray, there are displays
Lehman Library, the building that may interest them. There
used prior to the new one. "It was an Early Black Education
was stark, dark, and its lights exhibit in February for Black
flickered. It was just not a com History Month, and Gray is also
fortable place to be in."
worked on something for
Gray wanted the opposite for TUFW's president's inauguration
the new library. "We really in April. She also would like to
emphasized comfort in this have a special exhibit set up for
building: larger tables, cushy when students return to school
seats, the big lounge chairs for next August.
people to drape their legs over."
Gray is considering other possi
Gray, laughing, remembers the ble cultural exhibits. She would
months spent deciding on what also like to have receptions. "A
lounge chairs to get. She tested big thing, too, is to try to include
each chair they considered by sit the community in these things,"
ting in it and draping her legs she says.
Besides the exhibits, there are
over the arm to see if it was com
fortable. She wanted to be sure other benefits to coming to the
students would be cozy. "I really library. The quiet atmosphere
love the way the students love allows for fewer distractions than
the building and the respect with in dorm rooms. Also, when
working with a partner, the twowhich they treat it."
She also recalls her delight the person tables allow plenty of
first semester of being in the new room to spread out books and
Calvin H. English Library, the fall papers.
of 2004. "About every half hour I
Another plus is the advantage
would pop out of the door of my of asking librarians to help with
office and just stand there and research. They often have an
gaze, or a couple of times a day I idea of what professors are look
would walk around and just ing for, they are experienced, and
look." She sighs, looking through they know how to find valid
her office window into the information. Gray feels students
library. "Even now - I caught use the Internet for research
myself only recently - I pop out because of the simplicity of typ
the door just to look, just to ing in a phrase and using the first

few sites that look useful.
However, they may not, and
often don't, check to see if the
website is trustworthy.
"There is more to life than the
Internet," Gray says. "I love the
Internet, and I use the Internet
for my own research. I appreci
ate it. But, personally, having to
go through the process of analyz
ing the website and going
through the whole thing of trying
to find the author and trying to
find the date and trying to find if
it's valid - I'd much rather go to
a periodical article that tells you
the credentials of the authors,
shows the date that's right there,
and all the other data.
"It's just convenience," Gray
says about Internet use. "It's a
McDonald's way of looking at
information. Just drive through
and pick up my information and
go. It doesn't matter if it's all that
great. At least it will sustain me
for now is how people think."
If students would rather have a
balanced meal, Gray is eager to
assist them. "I'm very passionate
about people understanding how
to find information and how to
use it when they find it."
Is there anything she doesn't
like about her job? Gray thinks
about this question long and
hard, contemplating every aspect
of it, before finally answering
with confidence. "Nope."

Barber on wheels: a profile of Adrian Burney
BY LAUREN L. STEIGERWALD

Taylor University Fort Wayne
student Adrian Burney is using
scissors and razors to show
God's love. Adrian is aggres
sively entering the homes of
many Allen County residents,
and he's bringing his blades
with him. But it's okay. Adrian
is a barber, and a Barber-onWheels to be exact. His red van
can be seen parked at various
homes and businesses through
out greater Fort Wayne, the
words of his unique profession
and ministry displayed on each
side.
This has always been more
than a job to Adrian. It has been

a calling. It's something he's
been doing since he was 15
years old. "I've been cutting cut
hair as a steady job for years,"
says Adrian. "Oh, I tried a lot
of other jobs, but I'd always quit
and come back to barbering.
One time I took a new job and
quit by lunchtime. I need to be
where I can serve people."
Barber-on-Wheels began for
Adrian in February of 2003. For
a year he and a friend owned
and operated a barbershop in
Fort Wayne's Southtown mall.
Upon the mall's closure they
were given thirty days to vacate.
That's when the duo dreamed
up the idea for Barber-on-

Wheels. Adrian saw it from the
beginning as a great way to
reach out to people in need,
whether homebound by age or
illness or just pressed for time.
"God frequently has used my
gift to cut hair to get me next to
someone who maybe needed a
word of encouragement,"
Adrian explains. "There has
been a lot of ministry that has
taken place because Barber-onWheels has been there for folks
in need."
It has not always been emo
tionally easy, however. Adrian
describes the anguish he feels
when entering homes where a
father has deserted the family,

or unemployed parents are
struggling to keep food on the
table, or the elderly go day after
day with no visitors or phone
calls. "Sometimes, I'm the only
ray of hope these people see all
month. You cannot do this job
strictly for the money," he said.
"I just try to be real to folks and
to be open to what God can do
through me."
One of the things that God has
done lately in Adrian's life has
been to direct him to TUFW,
where he has enrolled as a
Youth Ministries major. "God
wanted me to embark on this.
I'm here to better help me learn
to help someone else," Adrian

insists.
Because of his college studies,
Adrian has taken a job as a staff
barber at Cutting Edge, a southside Fort Wayne barbershop.
He is recruiting other barbers to
assist in making Barber-onWheels a way they, too, can
minister to shut-ins and others.
He wants to earn his degree, yet
keep the outreach ministry
vibrant.
"Even after earning my
degree," says Adrian, "I'll still
use my barbering skills as a way
of serving folks. The Apostle
Paul was a tentmaker and
preacher, so why can't I be a
barber and a preacher?"
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TUFW grads: where are they now?
BY JEREMY SHEER
As students come and go to
TUFW, they impact other lives.
Four years come quickly and then
they're gone. Many wonder
where some graduates have gone
to while following the path that
God has given them. Aleya
Raterman (formerly Aleya Kruis),
who graduated in 2004 with a
degree in biblical studies, and
Laura Buck, who graduated in
2005 with a degree in profession
al writing/computer science have
missed TUFW.
"I have really missed the spiri
tual community that Taylor
offered," says Raterman. "I was
constantly being encouraged and
challenged by my friends, profes
sors, and through my classes and
chapel. It has been a challenge to
find the same depth of spiritual
community apart from Taylor."
She is currently working in a
high school library media center,
has just finished coaching a girls'
basketball team, and is also work
ing for three different colleges as
a resident director of the Study
Abroad Program in New Mexico,
where she currently resides. For
now, things are great, but they are
not what she expected after
TUFW.

"Sometimes it's hard to accept
that my college career is over,"
she says. "My four years at Taylor
were the best years of my life. I
grew in more ways than I can
count while I was there. But I was
ready to move on to the new
experiences God had for me."
While things turned out well for
Aleya, for Laura Buck, it was dif
ferent.
"I miss Taylor sometimes," says
Buck. "Mainly, I miss the commu
nity and the constant support of
friends and professors. I do miss
the concentrated learning but not
the class work," she says jokingly.
"But if I could go back, I would
enjoy people more, and I would
have tried to learn more from
people in all aspects of my life."
She is currently a trainer for
Saint Joseph Regional Medical
Center in South Bend, Indiana.
She teaches the clinical staff how
to use computer systems so that
they can do their jobs better and
more efficiently. She also writes
lots of documents that supple
ment the instructor-led courses.
"I do enjoy it," she says. "It's still
new, but I am settling in well and
enjoying the people I'm working
with, as well as the work I'm
doing. It's definitely different

because I don't have my close
friends around me as I did while
I attended Taylor."
Both girls are very happy with
the new experiences God has
given them and the fact that they
were able to attend Taylor for
four years. "I like the people,
hands down," says Buck. "My
deepest friendships started at
Taylor. I knew that people were
concerned about me in education,
in my spiritual life, in my social
life, and in everything about me,
period. I really appreciated that."
"I know Taylor isn't the perfect
place, but it's a place where I was
able to grow, learn, be challenged,
and be loved," says Raterman. "I
hope students can continue to
appreciate the relationships they
have with the students and facul
ty. Be thankful for the spiritual
community you have while you
are there and, once you leave
Taylor, make an effort to find that
sort of community. It's very
essential for continued growth."
As we take a look back at the
people we knew and care about,
it's good to know that God is still
here. People and things change in
the world, and so does Taylor, but
God doesn't change.

Pancake Breakfast

sponsored by TSO
Tuesday, May 16,2006
Come enjoy some
great food during
finals week!
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Congratulations to
the Graduating
Class of 2006!
You will be missed!
Tashi Bent continued
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
supposed to be. After school, I
want to go back to Jamaica to
help other deaf people. That is
my motivation."
Tashi is patient with those
around her. At first her classes
were really difficult. She can't
read lips, and since no interpreter
was available yet, people were
taking notes for her and e-mailing
them to her. She wasn't discour
aged because she knew this was
the place God wanted her to be.
She didn't mind learning through
an e-mail because she was learn
ing.
Tashi is just like any other eight
een year old. She loves to read
contemporary Christian novels,
particularly those by Karen
Kingsbury. She has a boyfriend
attending Gaulladet University in
Washington, D.C., the first and
only all deaf school. When I asked
her why she didn't want to attend
that school with him, she said she
wanted a school with more
Christian attributes.
"We communicate all the time,
though," she said, a huge smile
on her face. "Sometimes I even
ignore Marsha and talk to him
through the computer for hours."
She did say that it would be nice
to be around deaf people all the
time and be able to communicate
to whoever, whenever.
"Everybody here is very nice
though. I wouldn't trade this for
that," she said. "The Christian
atmosphere is what really drew

me here. I could have gone other
places, but God made a way for
me to come here, so here I am."
Tashi said that she has had
many great experiences here. This
winter she saw snow for the first
time. She was ecstatic. She also
said that being so far from
Jamaica has been a real test of
faith, but she feels that God is
making her stronger.
"I know that this is where God
wants me, and though I miss my
family, God has helped me
through that." Tashi said. "My
faith has grown so much."
The way that Tashi talks about
God shows in the way she smiles
and the patience she had while
"talking" to me. She is a strong
believer. She had all of her
belongings spread out on the
table before her, and one of those
things was her Bible. By that
alone, anyone would notice that
God is at the center of her life.
Tashi wants to use what she
knows and what she is learning to
help others. Her mother and her
sister are Christians, but her
father and brother are not. She is
hoping that she will be able to be
an influence on them. The kind
ness she shows all at Taylor
University is proof that she has a
heart for others. Though she gets
lonely being the only deaf student
on campus, she shows those
around her a good example by
being cheerful and trusting in
Jesus.

